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Welcome, and thanks for showing an interest in our vacancies.
Please note the closing date for applications is Tuesday the 14th of February at 5pm with interviews planned for Monday the 27th of February.
Here’s a little more about where you could come in… 
[bookmark: _Int_2w1fkn1J]The All Wales Forum of Parents and Carers is a dynamic organisation with a large national remit. We seek to generate real meaningful change and support for families living with Learning Disabilities and Autism in Wales. Our Welsh Government funded Caring Communities of Change project will put families at the heart of designing support that works for them, and help other families to learn from shared experience.
We’re now looking for a dynamic and dedicated individual to join our team to help lead coordination of our growing portfolio of projects and achieve the best outcomes we can for families in Wales. 
You may or may not be currently involved in our field of work; but if you are someone with relevant or transferable experience, who likes working to make a difference, is both creative and organised, and is prepared to give 100 percent to go along on this adventure with us….  then we’d like to hear from you!
Attached below is some additional information that you may find helpful in putting our work and this post into context.
Best, 
The AWF Team. 





Useful information:

About us:

The All Wales Forum of Parents and Carers was formally constituted in 1998 and is a Registered Charity and a Company Limited by Guarantee. 

The AWF is unique among Learning Disabilities’ bodies in Wales as the only organisation that represents nationally, collectively and solely the views and voices of Parents and Family Carers of People with Learning Disabilities. We are governed by parents and carers, ensuring our client base has a clear input into our strategic direction and core work.  

The AWF is an umbrella body made up of a Wales wide alliance of local and regionally based organisations and support groups of parents and carers. Our wider alliance partners share a commitment in working to improve the rights and recognition of family carers supporting loved ones living with a learning disability.  We look to identify issues and opportunities at local, regional and national levels where we can come together to raise awareness, discuss solutions and generate innovative community-led ideas, assisting in the future planning of services and support for both carers and their relatives, many of whom still live at home or who are unable to advocate for themselves.  

We are a values-based network, working together to enable parents and carers to have an equitable voice and be empowered to make positive decisions in partnership. Our values are carried forward in both the work that we do nationally and in the work of our alliance members. 

Our foundation values are:

· Strong Communities
· Empathy and recognition
· Equality and freedom
· Inclusion and Justice
· Teamwork and partnership

Some of our project work to date:

The All Wales Forum has worked successfully in partnership with Welsh Government and wider Third Sector partners to deliver several major social care projects and policy objectives across Wales. 
Connecting Communities is being delivered in partnership with the Rix Foundation and Multi-Me to explore the role of digital platforms to share critical information between families, peers and wider circles of personal and professional support. We want to ensure that families can embrace the use of digital to improve key outcomes for their loved ones and their families and align the key findings with our main Caring Communities of Change work.
[bookmark: _Int_u9OB3hRH]Research is an important part of the All Wales Forum’s work and we strive to ensure carer voices directly influence policy and practise through insight and data. All Wales Forum and network partners have been involved in two studies, Coronavirus and People with Learning Disabilities and the Carers ID project that aim to elevate carer voices and experiences to highlight key issues that have affected families during the pandemic. 
Diversity is important to All Wales Forum, and we want to ensure that voices of family carers from all backgrounds reflects the richness of backgrounds and opinions that exist in Wales. We’ve recently been working with the Independent Commission on the Constitutional Future of Wales to gather a host of voices to explore the democratic landscape for carers in Wales and how it could be improved in the future. 
We know health is a priority for most of our families, and we are currently working with Improvement Cymru and Public Health Wales to co-produce an improved framework to identify important health outcomes for individuals with learning disabilities and their families. 
More about our project work can be found on our ‘Projects’ section of our website - https://www.allwalesforum.org.uk/category/projects/

Our Welsh Government funded project:

Caring Communities of Change is an innovative project putting learning disability family carers and their relatives at the heart of collaboration in service design and delivery across Health and Social Care in Wales.
The AWF will work in partnership with our regional carer-led networks and engage some of our third sector colleague organisations to co-produce and scale up innovative, practical and different solutions. 
Collectively we will actively target three core areas of change that have been brought to our attention by family carers as areas that have a need for improvement, identifying different solutions by generating innovative pilot schemes. 
These three areas of change are;
1. Transitions – ‘All Moves Matter’
2. Respite – ‘Break from the Routine’
3. Doing different things – ‘Creative Carer Communities’
These co-designed and co-owned initiatives will ultimately enable family carers and their relatives to meet their well-being outcomes and needs more creatively and effectively, both within their local communities, and at a national level, across the whole peer support network. 
· Transitions – ‘All Moves Matter’
Transition processes continue to be a concern for many family carers and the relatives they support, particularly the process of planning from home to living independently. Many family carers still cite this stage in their relatives’ lives as one of the most stressful for the whole family, where they often feel sudden decisions can be made with very little ‘voice and control’. ‘All Moves Matter’ will generate creative opportunities, enabling families to have greater control of transition planning and the choices available to them by accessing alternative support models and options.
· Respite – ‘Break from the Routine’
Short-breaks and the lack of choice for people accessing them has been identified as an area of concern in several regional plans. Current provision is often inflexible and unresponsive. ‘Break from the Routine’ will develop creative, alternative and flexible offers that will combat social isolation and provide a suite of options that can be ‘self-funded’ or paid for through Direct Payments. 
· Resilient and inclusive communities - ‘Creative Carer Communities’  
Community activities can still feel inaccessible for many LD families. Co-production carer networks will support family carers working with other stakeholders to re-design community activities to meet real need in a timely way. It will seek to identify and scale up innovative solutions that can be sustainably resourced within the community, enabling people to generate options less reliant on traditional service models. 
The AWF will work directly with our own carer networks across communities in Wales, and key Third Sector organisations, to generate innovative schemes under each of the working strands above. These regional schemes will enable family carers and our wider partners to;
· Build resilient community models that can be scaled up during years two and three of the project.
· Recognise not just the need for care and support, but the direct contribution that family carers and their relatives can make in creating resilient, sustainable services.
· Develop services and support mechanisms that genuinely provide early intervention, and by doing so, facilitate early intervention and the prevention of crisis support. 
Each project strand will have pilot schemes attached to them, which will be scaled up in years two and three so that the learning achieved, and outcomes delivered can be shared with wider stakeholder networks, Regional Partnership Board areas and National policy. 
The pilot schemes will be co-produced from the start, with family carers and their relatives working alongside those providing services, creating equal partners in the design, delivery and measuring of impact across the whole project. 

January 2023.
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